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Hajj and Eid Al-Adha Mubarak to Everyone!

An Al search recently defined for me “Hajj” as:

“Hajj is the annual Islamic pilgrimage to
Mecca, Saudi Arabia, and a mandatory
religious duty for adult Muslims who are
physically and financially capable. It occurs
from the 8th to the 12th or 13th of Dhu'l-
Hijjah, the last month of the Islamic calendar,
with rituals representing unity, submission to
Allah, and the cleansing of sins. The key
purpose of Hajj is to fulfill a pillar of Islam,
seek forgiveness, and follow the path of
Prophet Ibrahim. The Hajj is an annual
practice when Muslim brotherhood is on
display and their solidarity with fellow
Muslims and submission to God (Allah) is
fulfilled. The Hajj is taken by Muslims to
cleanse their souls of all worldly sins, which
connotes both the outward act of a journey
after death and the inward act of good
intentions.”

The same Al told me the following about “Eid
al-Adha”:

“Eid al-Adha, also known as the ‘Festival of
Sacrifice’, commemorates Prophet Ibrahim's
(AS) willingness to sacrifice his son Prophet
Ismail (AS) in obedience to God’s command.
According to Islamic tradition, Allah replaced
Prophet Ismail (AS) with a ram at the last
moment, symbolizing faith and submission.
The holiday marks the culmination of the Hajj
pilgrimage to Mecca and is observed with
prayer, communal gatherings, and the ritual
sacrifice of animals, whose meat is shared
among family, friends, and the poor It
emphasizes generosny, devotion,

e il f20265'25r19/,1447jr,,8r2 :

By: Raza ul Haq

solidarity within the Muslim community.”

The expressions provided by the Al about
both “Hajj” and “Eid Al-Adha” left me
flabbergasted.

Even the Al knows the spirit of these ‘rituals’!
Many moments flashed before my eyes...

Gaza, West Bank, the rest of Occupied
Palestine, Lebanon, Occupied Kashmir, Iran,
Myanamar, and before than Afghanistan,
Iraq, Lybia, Syria...

The list of carnage goes on.

The shahadah of millions of Muslims is an
undeniable fact...

| asked myself, “Is the Hajj of this day and

age really a practice when Muslim
brotherhood is on display and their
solidarity with fellow Muslims and

submission to God (Allah) is fulfilled? Does
the Hajj today really cleanse the souls of
Muslims of all worldly sins, which connotes
both the outward act of a journey after
death the act of good
intentions? Does the animal sacrifice done
at Eid Al-Adha truly symbolize faith and
submission to Allah (SWT) alone? Does it, in

and inward

fact, emphasize generosity, devotion, and
solidarity within the Muslim community?

Vicariously, we live on as our brethren in
Islam embrace shahadah in droves.

Hajj and Eid Al-Adha Mubarak to Everyone!

Note: The writer is the Markazi Nazim Nashr
o Ishaat of Tanzeem-e-Islami Pakistan.
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